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HEALTH
Dan Schuring / Brandon Bowen, Analysts

HEALTH

Mission: Protect the public's health by preventing avoidable ill-
ness, injury, disability and premature death; assuring access to
affordable, quality healthcare; promoting healthy lifestyles; and
monitoring health trends and events

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES
(Headings include funding in Governor’s recommendations)

Medicaid - $1.8 billion  
• Provided healthcare for 159,800 individuals
• Provided primary healthcare for 17,600 individuals

through the Primary Care Network

Community and Family Health - $109.3 million 
• Vaccinated 540,829 children and adults
• Served 3,456 children through the Baby Watch/Early

Intervention program
• Provided tobacco cessation services for 12,125

smokers

Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) - $76.8 million 
• Provided health and dental care for 32,000 children 

Executive Director’s Operations - $28.4 million 
• Conducted a Statewide Public Health Emergency

Response Exercise (SPHERE) to test pandemic pre-
paredness

• Issued 101,155 birth, death, marriage, and other vital
record certificates

Epidemiology and Lab Services - $23.5 million 
• Detected and investigated 2,857 communicable dis-

eases, including E. coli, influenza, and West Nile
Virus infections

• Investigated 93 disease outbreak clusters in FY 2007
• Enhanced capacity to rapidly detect and respond to

bio-terrorism events

Health Systems Improvement - $18.8 million 
• Conducted basic health and licensing inspections for

750 healthcare providers and 350 Medicare and
Medicaid providers 

• Conducted inspections and licensing of 2,125 child
care centers

• Provided more than 250 Emergency Medical Service
(EMS) courses and 2,600 EMS certifications

• Awarded funding for medically underserved popula-
tions to public and non-profit agencies to provide
basic primary care services to 13,028 individuals

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW

Local Health 
Departments

0.2%

Medicaid
88%

Community and 
Family Health

5%

Children's Health 
Insurance

4%
Executive 
Director

1%

Health Systems 
Improvement

1%
Epidemiology and 

Lab Services
1%

Where Will My Taxes and Fees 
Go for Health?

(Total FY 2009 Operational Funding is $2,028,795,000)

Restricted and 
Other Funds

2% Dedicated 
Credits

5%

Transfers
7%

General Fund
20%

Federal Funds
66%

Financing of Health
(Based on FY 2009 Recommendations)



Budget Recommendations - Health

89

$0

$500

$1,000

$1,500

$2,000

$2,500

Actual FY 2007 Recommended FY 2008 Recommended FY 2009

Other Funds
General Fund

Maintain Utah's current Medicaid program
• Account for a decrease in the percentage of

Medicaid costs paid by the federal government with
$3,410,000 ongoing General Fund 

• Restore Medicaid adult dental services with
$2,845,100 ongoing General Fund ($9,989,900
ongoing total funds)

Address other Department of Health issues
• Protect the health of Utahns with more effective

and more efficient disease monitoring with $740,400
ongoing and $1,300,000 one-time General Fund 

• Replace one-time funding and maintain access to
CHIP with $2,000,000 ongoing General Fund
($10,035,100 total funds)

• Fund Baby Watch/Early Intervention caseload
growth and provider increase with $1,641,500 ongo-
ing General Fund

• Ensure the monitoring of autism and other devel-
opmental disabilities in Utah with $350,000 ongoing
General Fund

• Strengthen the ability of local health departments to
manage emergencies and disasters with $1,000,000
ongoing General Fund

Implement health system reform
• Create a statewide database to capture and report

costs and outcomes associated with episodes of
healthcare with $615,000 ongoing General Fund
($1,000,000 total funds)

• Develop the infrastructure needed to allow hospi-
tals, doctors, and other healthcare providers to share
electronic medical information to deliver healthcare
more efficiently and more effectively with $500,000
one-time General Fund

• Increase the reimbursement rates for Medicaid
providers with $17,967,600 ongoing General Fund
($58,428,000 ongoing total funds); one fifth of these
funds will be used for an 8.25 percent increase in
prescription drug prices
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FY 2008 Proposed Legislative Intent

• Epidemiology and Lab Services is authorized to
not lapse up to $250,000 for laboratory equipment.

• Up to $750,000 appropriated to healthcare
Financing for funding of the Medicaid
Management Information System is nonlapsing.

FY 2009 Proposed Legislative Intent

• Health Systems Improvement is authorized to not
lapse up to $50,000 of funds appropriated for peo-
ple with bleeding disorders.

• Funds for the Primary Care Grants Program are
nonlapsing.

• Fees collected for plan reviews by the Bureau of
Health Facility Licensure, Certification, and
Resident Assessment are nonlapsing.

• Civil money penalties collected for child care
provider violations are nonlapsing.

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE INTENT LANGUAGE

• Civil money penalties collected for healthcare
provider violations are nonlapsing.

• Funds for alcohol, tobacco, and other drug pre-
vention, reduction, cessation, and control pro-
grams are nonlapsing.

• Funds appropriated to Epidemiology and Lab
Services to develop and implement a disease sur-
veillance system are nonlapsing and may only be
used to develop or implement a disease surveil-
lance system.
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